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Attachment A

Mr. Robert E. Nyce Sizner*1 ' ^
Executive Director copi l l : Harris
Independent Regulatory Review Commission Jewett
14th Floor, Harristown #2 Sandusky
333 Market Street Wyatte
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Mr. Nyce:

It is with great reservation that we write to recommend approval on November 4
of the Department of Public Welfare's proposed changes to Pennsylvania's Child Care
Works regulations.

As you may be aware, the Child Care Works regulations that went into effect last
February and March have hurt Pennsylvania working families and child care providers in
several ways, in particular, by 1) doubling and tripling the co-payments that many of
these working parents have to pay for subsidized child care; and 2) reducing the income
eligibility for subsidized child care.

Since these regulations went into effect, we have heard from hundreds of
constituents that the changes are likely to force working families onto welfare and drive
child care providers out of business. At town meetings across the state, parents and
advocates have testified about the hardships these changes have caused. As you recall,
during the IRRC hearing last November, DPW Secretary Feather Houstoun promised you
that she would be willing to re-evaluate the changes if families were hurt by them. In
July, DPW announced some minor changes to the regulations, but they are not enough.

These changes, which you will consider on November 4, would offer some relief
to working families between 185 percent and 235 percent of federal poverty guidelines.
These families were scheduled to be dropped out of the program early next year, a move
that would literally have devastated the budgets of many families who already struggle to
make ends meet. It is for this reason that we recommend that you approve these changes.

® PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



However, we remain very concerned with the unaffordable co-payments that
working families in the program must continue to pay. The reductions that will result
from the new changes are minimal and will provide no relief for the lowest income
families - those in greatest danger of being forced onto welfare. For that reason, we urge
you to recommend that DPW re-evaluate the impact of these co-payments and make
reductions that will help families to achieve and maintain self-sufficiency.

Thank you for your attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Signatures attached—(three pages)
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